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COLLECTION PRINCIPLES OF VALGA MUSEUM 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose of the Collection Principles 

The purpose of the collection principles of Valga Museum is to: 

• Ensure the purposeful, professional, and smooth daily operation of the museum; 

• Inform the public about the nature and principles of the museum's collection activities.  

2. MUSEUM'S MISSION AND OVERVIEW OF OPERATIONS 

2.1 Mission 

The mission of Valga Museum is to collect, preserve, and widely disseminate the region's 
tangible and intangible cultural heritage for scientific, educational, and experiential purposes.  

2.2 History of the Museum 

The Valga Museum was established in 1955 as a local history museum serving the Valga, Antsla, 
Võru, and Vastseliina districts. During the Soviet era, collections were largely formed according 
to a centralized plan, focusing on topics such as the history of the communist workers' 
movement, the events of 1940, World War II, and post-war Soviet reforms. This material 
constitutes a significant portion of the museum's collection. 

In the 1990s, collection activities became less systematic, with acquisitions being guided by 
immediate needs identified through daily museum operations. 

2.3 Museum Collection 

As of 19 October 2018, the museum's collection consisted of 76,013 artefacts, catalogued in 
the Estonian Museum Information System (MuIS). The collection is divided into the following 
categories: 

• Photo collection: 38,090 artefacts 

• Archive collection: 16,980 artefacts 

• History collection: 4,766 artefacts 

• Archaeology collection: 12,531 artefacts 

• Numismatic collection: 1,716 artefacts 

• Ethnographic collection: 1,328 artefacts 

• Zoological collection: 175 artefacts 

• Botanical collection: 161 artefacts 

• Art collection: 217 artefacts 

• Geological collection: 49 artefacts 



2.4 Museum Structure and Operations 

As of 19 October 2018, the museum employs six staff members: a director, an assistant 
manager and curator, a researcher-archivist, an education and project manager, a customer 
service administrator, and a cleaner (0.5 FTE). The museum operates from a single building 
located at Vabaduse 8, Valga. 

2.5 Collaboration Network 

The museum collaborates with multiple institutions, including the Valka Local History Museum 
(Latvia), the Estonian Flag Museum, Helme Local History Museum, and various other regional 
and national museums. The objective is to avoid duplication in collection efforts and to share 
expertise. 

3. COLLECTION PRINCIPLES 

3.1 Collection Objectives 

Valga Museum collects objects, artworks, photographs, documents, maps, and memorabilia to 
foster knowledge and appreciation of local cultural and historical identity. 

3.2 Criteria for Acquisitions 

The museum prioritises: 

• Historical value 

• Social or community significance 

• Scientific or research value 

• Aesthetic merit 

Additional criteria include provenance, rarity, condition, and usability. 

The museum does not accept donations or acquisitions that: 

• Do not align with its collection policy 

• Have legal or ethical concerns regarding ownership 

• Are in poor condition or unsuitable for long-term preservation 

3.3 Key Collection Areas 

Priority collection areas include: 

• The history of the Säde Society, theatre, and gardens  

• Local governance and administrative history 

• Estonian-Latvian cultural relations 

• The multi-ethnic history of Valga 

• The town's railway and border history 

• Local wartime history, including WWII and the Soviet era  



• Key industries, businesses, and historical figures of Valga  

4. DOCUMENTATION AND PRESERVATION 

The museum uses MuIS for inventory management and ensures proper documentation, storage, 
and conservation of artefacts. Preservation efforts include regular condition assessments and 
environmental monitoring. 

5. COLLECTION USE AND ACCESSIBILITY 

The museum facilitates access to its collection for research, exhibitions, and educational 
purposes. External loans are provided under strict conditions to ensure artefact safety and 
preservation. 

6. REVIEW AND UPDATING OF COLLECTION POLICIES 

The collection principles are reviewed periodically to align with the museum’s strategic goals 
and developments in the field of heritage conservation. 

 


